
…LESSON 1 – THE CONTEXT OF MATTHEW 24
……judgment upon that generation / lamenting the city / destruction of temple…
…LESSON 2 – PRE-MATURE SIGNS OF DESTRUCTION
……wars, famine, earthquakes, false Christs…
…LESSON 3 – WARNINGS TO THE CHRISTIANS.
……hated, betrayed, delivered up & put to death…
……watch for the abomination of desolation…
…LESSON 4, now fleeing a condemned city…
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…read 24:16-18
…[Josephus] tells of people fleeing from the city in the months leading up to the siege…
……Quote #1 – early in the war, before the siege took hold… (66-67 AD, Judea was run over with Roman soldiers, in an attempt to restore order)
……Quote #2 – Cestius Gallus, governor of Syria, had come to Judea to restore order (the Jews had killed their own governor). He met little success, and was chased away; dying shortly thereafter (Tacitus suggests from vexation)…
……Quote #3 – those who had understanding fled to the mountains…
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…too late!
…[the zealots] were killing their own people, if they thought to desert…
…[again, the zealots] had multiple “fail safes” to keep people in…
…[again, zealots within] and the Romans outside…
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…children are a blessing, but in such a drastic condition as Jerusalem’s destruction, it would not be so…
…[Josephus] – dying in the upper rooms…
…[Josephus] – a woman killing her own child…
…aside from these atrocities, consider the difficulty trying to flee a war zone with young children or while pregnant…
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…[Herod the Great, 38 BC] was impeded by winter…
…[Vespasian, 67 AD] was hindered by winter…
…[Vespasian, 69 AD], news of civil war in Italy; but prevented by winter to end…
…if these great military leaders were impeded, hindered & prevented by winter, what do you suppose such conditions would do to the elderly? to nursing mothers? to large families? etc.
…winter (Nov-Apr); some snow, but not cold enough to stay (so cold & muddy)…
……Nov, 9-14 C | Dec 4-10 C | Jan 4-10 C | Feb 1-10 C | Mar 6-11 C | Apr 6-14
……
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…the law commanded that no work be done on the Sabbath, nor travel in excess (Ex 16:29)…
…[Nehemiah] commanded the gates of Jerusalem be shut because people were buying & selling, carrying burdens, etc. rather than keeping the day holy…
……it is possible that this practice to close the gate stuck, and was still observed in Jesus’ day…
……even if the gates were open, the Jews might impede the Christians on the Sabbath; or some of the Christians may have scruples about traveling on the Sabbath…
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…read 24:21; cf. Lk 21:24, “…edge of the sword, led away captive…”
…“time of the Gentiles” – some seek to apply this to modern times –CONTEXT. It is about Jerusalem & the Roman siege & destruction…
… “fullness of the Gentiles” (Ro 11:25) is a different topic (discuss another time)…
…some seek some modern fulfillment of Mt 24:21, concluding that greater atrocities have and/or will happen than what took place in 70 AD in Jerusalem…
……note, greater atrocities may have happened in other places, but the context limits this text to Jerusalem and what had & what will happen there…
…[look at just some of the] details of the “great tribulation” that came…
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…the Roman soldiers, killing with sword & fire, couldn’t stomach what they found…
…how much blood has to be shed to be able to put out fires???
…6:9:2, the Romans slew the aged & infirmed; the young & healthy were sent to the Egyptian mines, or sent as slaves throughout the provinces, or killed as entertainment in the theatres…
Image source : www.freebibleimages.org
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…Josephus gives a tally of the captives & dead – 1,197,000
……there have been genocides much larger in number than this; but nothing on this scale had happened or would happen again in Jerusalem…
…[Josephus] made a statement similar to Jesus’ statement…
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…read 24:22
…a number of circumstances worked together to facilitate the escape of those who understood the prophecy…
…[Vespasian] was coming, but turned back. Affording an opportunity to get out…
…the city was shortly thereafter fully encompassed (with Titus coming swiftly) and impossible to escape from…
…[Luke 19:43-44] / [Titus encircled the city]…
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…but even after the city was under siege, there were things which minimized the destruction beyond the city…
…[Robertson’s] – the siege wasn’t near as long as many, even Titus, expected…
……weaker walls, easier to penetrate…
……the siege was quicker than anyone expected…
……Titus, “God was against them”…
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…this is now the 3rd time false christs & false apostles are mentioned (24:4-5, 11)…
…there were a lot if imposters & false christs appearing…
…[Josephus], Festus (58-62 AD)
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…again…
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…again…
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…the Roman siege came with great power, speed & visibility…
…the city was surrounded, Roman soldiers visible in both east & west…
…the most powerful nation in the world at the time swooped upon Jerusalem, leaving a path of destruction in it’s wake…
…[Josephus], he goes on to say that the length of the wall was 40 furlongs (5 miles); it had 13 garrisons posted at various locations; and it only took 3 days to put it up.
…QUOTE, “…the whole was completed in three days, so that what would naturally have required some months was done in so short an interval as is incredible.”
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…next week we continue, looking at Matthew 24:28-31, or further…
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…next week we continue, looking at Matthew 24:11-15…
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